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Appropriations Subcommittee on Health Agencies
Monday, February 26th, 2024
Testimony in Support of H.B. 5048, An Act Adjusting the State Budget for the Biennium Ending June 30, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk127976914][bookmark: _Hlk159395611]Good afternoon, Senator Osten, Representative Walker, Vice Chairs Hartley, Exum, and Paris, and Ranking Members Berthel and Nuccio, and distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee. My name is (NAME), and I am (POSITION/ORGANIZATION/ EXPERIENCE), and a resident of (INSERT TOWN). I appreciate the opportunity to testify before you today in favor of H.B. No. 5048, An Act Adjusting the State Budget for the Biennium Ending June 30, 2025.
[bookmark: _Hlk128040338][bookmark: _Hlk128040409]YOUR EXPERIENCE
Outline examples of the impact of underfunding on the people/communities you serve, your front-line staff, and your organization, and why the legislature must appropriate $20 Million to strengthen and stabilize the homeless response system. Feel free to use any of the talking points provided here.
TALKING POINTS
· [bookmark: _Hlk128040613]Connecticut is experiencing a historic rise in the rate of homelessness. Since 2021, the number of people experiencing homelessness has gone up by 14% year over year[endnoteRef:1]. As of February 13th, there were close to 5,000 people experiencing some form of homelessness in Connecticut[endnoteRef:2],  and as of January 29th, there were over 940 people sleeping outdoors [endnoteRef:3].  [1:  PIT Count, 2021-23]  [2:  By Name List]  [3:  CT CAN End Homelessness Unsheltered Numbers] 

· Historical underfunding keeps Connecticut’s homeless response system, which supports the work of the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, from working as designed. The partnership between homeless services providers and mental health services is key to helping people find safe, secure, affordable supportive housing that ensures success in that home and community.  
· While we are appreciative of the Governor allocating funding for twelve additional DMHAS positions in this version of the budget, we still need annual, sustained funding to ensure that these positions have an impact. 
· An investment in supportive housing prevents people from cycling through expensive public systems and helps them rebuild their lives. Permanent supportive housing, which combines housing subsidies with case management services, saves communities up to 79% of the costs they will otherwise incur if chronic homelessness persists[endnoteRef:4].  [4:  Corporation for Supportive Housing Fact Sheet “FAQ – Is Supportive Housing Cost Effective?” ] 


[bookmark: _Hlk159398417]In addition to preserving the $27.76 Million in the DMHAS Housing Supports and Services line item, we are requesting $20 Million from the legislature, which includes the following annualized amounts:
· $5 Million annually for Cold Weather Emergency Response, to keep people from freezing outside and to ensure that every year, every person has a roof over their head.
· $7.4 Million annually to Strengthen Shelter and Outreach, by ensuring front line homeless services staff do not fall into homelessness themselves and can afford to rent at least a modest one bedroom apartment.
· $3.6 Million annually to sustain diversion and Coordinated Access Network hubs, so we can continue to connect people with critical support and resources to resolve their housing crisis.
· $2 Million annually to support and expand the work of Coordinated Access Network Backbone Organizations, which prevent interruptions and maximize performance in a system that responds to the greatest need.
· $2 Million annually for the Flexible Funding Subsidy Pool, which provides cost-effective, short-term, and accountable financial assistance, including $150,000 in gap funding for youth experiencing homelessness in high school, to bridge income gaps and ensure the success of people striving to secure permanent housing.

Thank you to the committee for the opportunity to testify. With your support, we can strengthen and stabilize our state’s homeless response system and help make sure Connecticut’s residents are healthy and stably housed. 
Sincerely,
NAME
TITLE
ORGANIZATION
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