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Contemplative Exercise

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=5+minutes+mindfulness+mediation+exercises&view=detail&mid=727DA1F2BCBB631A93B7727DA1F2BCBB631A93B7&FORM=VIRE


Partnership for Strong Communities promotes equitable 
change in Connecticut housing policy by coordinating 
advocacy, advancing research, and uniting diverse 
partners.

Everyone in Connecticut has a safe, stable home, that is 
affordable to them, in an equitable community of their 
choice.

Partnership for Strong 
Communities



Partnership for Strong 
Communities



Collaboration, Connections,

Communication

Our Values

Innovation, Research, and 

Data

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, 

and Belonging

Sustainable Solutions

Our mission is carried out through 

partnership. We facilitate, 

nurture, and leverage crucial 

relationships across diverse 

partners because different 

perspectives are stronger and 

more impactful when united.

We actively create and support an 

anti-racist, inclusive culture 

throughout all our work, internally 

and externally. We are committed 

to addressing policies and 

practices that perpetuate 

disparities in housing, and within 

our organization.

We ground our work in honest, 

factual, data driven information 

that we use to dispel myths, 

challenge stereotypes, and fill 

gaps in knowledge to drive 

narrative, policy, and systems 

change.

We prioritize housing solutions 

that will be affordable and 

sustainable long term. We focus 

on the full spectrum of housing 

needs and experiences of 

communities now, and for 

generations to come.



Reaching Home Campaign



Setting the Stage

• What is Affordable Housing?

• Where is Affordable Housing in Connecticut?

• Who Needs Affordable Housing in Connecticut?

Current Advocacy to Expand Access to Affordable Housing 

• HOMEConnecticut Campaign goals and structure

• 2023 Legislative agenda and key focus areas 

Advocacy Across the Housing Continuum

Audience Q&A

Agenda





1. Where do you fall along CT’s Housing 
Stability Continuum?

2. Where does the population you serve fall 
along CT’s Housing Stability Continuum?

Go to www.menti.com and use the code 5596 1938

http://www.menti.com/


What is one word you would use to 
describe the current housing 

landscape in CT?

Go to www.menti.com and use the code 6896 0139

http://www.menti.com/


What is Affordable 
Housing?

• Housing that received financing from a government program and is 
restricted to residents with low or moderate income.

• Properties with deed restrictions limiting the rental or sale to income-
qualifying families.

• Less-expensive market-rate rental housing, sometimes called naturally 
occurring affordable housing (NOAH).

• Rents are relatively low compared to the regional housing market.

• Housing quality can be poor.

• Tenants are unprotected from rent increases.

• Affluent towns typically don’t have a large supply of NOAH.

A

a



Where is Connecticut’s 
Affordable Housing?



Connecticut’s poorest families 
continue to struggle to find 
adequate and affordable housing. 

For every 100 extreme low-
income households in 
Connecticut, there only are 42 
rental units available and 
affordable to them.

Who Needs Affordable Housing?



• Elderly households on fixed incomes

• Youth exiting foster care or other 
state care systems

• Individuals with disabilities with 
very limited/fixed incomes

• Minimum wage and low-wage 
worker households – often service 
industry employees and their families

Who Needs Affordable Housing?



Who Needs Affordable Housing?

• Housing cost burden disproportionately 
impacts communities of color

• 56% of Black renters in Connecticut are 
housing cost burdened while only 12% of 
the population is Black. 

• 46% of white renters are housing cost 
burdened while representing 65% of the 
state’s population. 

• The expansion of affordable housing is a 
critical step toward addressing 
Connecticut’s racial inequities.



Who Needs Affordable Housing?



Economic and Social Benefits of Affordable 
Housing

Reducing housing cost burden through 
expanding access to affordable housing 
means:

• more money spent in local economies
• healthier communities with lower 

health costs
• decreased child poverty

• increased government tax revenues

https://www.pschousing.org/sites/default/files/Overview%20-%20Econ%20Reducing%20Cost%20Burden.pdf


Data Resources

POST ATI HOMEWORK: 

Check out your town on the 
website, what’s one thing that 

surprised you to learn?

https://housingprofiles.pschousing.org/

https://housingprofiles.pschousing.org/


HOMEConnecticut’s Vision

HOMEConnecticut is working to ensure everyone in 
Connecticut has access to safe, stable, accessible, and 
affordable housing in the community of their choice by:

• Increasing rental assistance and investment in 
affordable housing 

• Advancing housing quality, safety, and justice

• Removing barriers to affordable housing production



Launched as a cross-

sector statewide 

campaign aimed at 

increasing the stock of 

affordable housing

2006

A  Brief Story of HOMEConnecticut

Voluntary, incentive-

based land use program 

to support mixed-

income housing 

development

IHZs

2018 the campaign set 

new strategic goals and 

benchmarks

HCT 2.0

Campaign’s first 

legislative and 

administrative agenda. 

2020

Major shifts in the 

affordable housing 

landscape and 

beginning of strategic 

planning process

2021



2023 Legislative Priorities

a. Increase Investments in Housing Stability
b. Bond Funding for Affordable Housing
c. Advancing Housing Quality and Safety
d. Prevent Weakening of Affordable Housing Law
e. Zoning & Housing Development



Increase Investments in Housing Stability



Impact of Rental Assistance Program

“It’s been a huge benefit in our lives. I don’t 
know where me and my grandkids would be if I 
didn’t have the help of RAP. It has supplied us 
and helped us with stable housing, a very good 
area, and they are very happy.”

Tina Robinson 
Excerpt from Expanding Access and Funding for the State Rental Assistance Program

https://www.pschousing.org/blog/expanding-access-and-funding-state-rental-assistance-program


Bond Funding for Affordable Housing



Advance Housing Quality and Safety



Prevent Weakening of Affordable 
Housing Law 



Zoning and Housing Development

Restrictive local zoning regulations play a 

significant role in the ongoing housing crisis 

in Connecticut.

These regulations prevent the creation of 

more affordable, accessible and diverse 

forms of housing. 

They also block progress on economic 

prosperity, racial integration and 

environmental resiliency. 



Where We Are

Legislative Update



Advocacy Across the Housing Continuum

“What prevents at-risk people from falling into 
homelessness at high rates is simple: 

They have more affordable-housing options.”

- Jerusalem Demsas, staff writer for The Atlantic



Advocacy Across the Housing Continuum

Not an “either/or” but a “both/and” effort! 

Talk with your elected officials about how increasing access 
to and development of affordable housing also serve as a 

method for making homelessness a rare, brief and one-time 
experience in Connecticut. 

Stay connected with PSC and the HOMEConnecticut Campaign

https://www.pschousing.org/stay-informed-0


Audience Q&A



Go to www.menti.com and use the code 6896 0139

What is one new take away you are leaving 
with from today’s workshop?

http://www.menti.com/


PSC Policy Team

Chelsea Ross
Interim Executive 

Director

Sean Ghio
Senior Policy Advisor

Carline Charmelus
Collective Impact & Equity Director  

Danielle Hubley
Advocacy & Education Manager

Alysha Gardner 
Senior Policy Analyst

mailto:chelsea@pschousing.org
mailto:sean@pschousing.org
mailto:carline@pschousing.org
mailto:danielle@pschousing.org
mailto:alysha@pschousing.org




Additional Resources

https://www.pschousing.org/our-publications
https://www.pschousing.org/sites/default/files/PSC%20Wealth%20Building%20Opportunities%20Through%20AH%20Report%20-%20March%202023.pdf
https://www.pschousing.org/sites/default/files/Affordable_Housing_TOD_Report.pdf
https://www.pschousing.org/files/FRC-Toolkit.pdf


References
• Stay connected with PSC and the HOMEConnecticut Campaign

• 2021 Affordable Housing Appeals List: Analysis and Recommendations (PSC) 

• 2023 Connecticut Housing Profile (NLIHC) 

• Preliminary Analysis: Eviction Filing Patterns in 2022 (Eviction Lab) 

• Housing Data Profiles (PSC) 

• Legislative Priorities | Partnership for Strong Communities (PSC)

• 2022 Webinar: Expanding Access and Funding for the State Rental Assistance Program (PSC) 

• 2022 Toolkit: Fair Rent Commissions in Connecticut (HCT) 

• PSC and Partners Hosted an Affordable and Fair Housing 101 Workshop; 2023 (HCT)

• Opinion: Segregation masks CT's lack of adequate housing (CT Mirror)

• 2023 Connecticut Housing Market Overview (Redfin) 

• Connecticut rental vacancy rates are the lowest in the US, leaving renters with few options; 2022 

(CT Public Radio)

https://www.pschousing.org/stay-informed-0
https://www.pschousing.org/sites/default/files/2021%20AHAL%20analysis%20final.pdf
https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/SHP_CT.pdf
https://evictionlab.org/ets-report-2022/
https://housingprofiles.pschousing.org/
https://www.pschousing.org/legislative-priorities
https://www.pschousing.org/blog/expanding-access-and-funding-state-rental-assistance-program
https://www.pschousing.org/files/FRC-Toolkit.pdf
https://t.congressweb.com/w/?RIZFLSNBIW
https://ctmirror.org/2023/04/24/ct-segregation-masks-lack-adequate-housing/
https://www.redfin.com/state/Connecticut/housing-market
https://www.ctpublic.org/news/2022-08-26/in-connecticut-rental-vacancy-rates-are-the-lowest-in-the-u-s-leaving-renters-with-few-options
https://www.ctpublic.org/news/2022-08-26/in-connecticut-rental-vacancy-rates-are-the-lowest-in-the-u-s-leaving-renters-with-few-options


Questions?

www.cceh.org
info@cceh.org

A special thanks to our Presenting Sponsors:

http://www.cceh.org/
mailto:info@cceh.org
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