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Tips for Testifying and Submitting Written Testimony:

1. Begin with an introduction of yourself, including credentials/expertise and/or what town you live in (if in CT), and thanking the Committee leaders for the opportunity to be there to speak on the bill. 

Ex. Good evening, Senator Osten, Representative Walker, Vice Chairs Hartley, Exum, and Paris, and Ranking Members Berthel and Nuccio and distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee. My name is (NAME), and I am a (Insert Occupation/Experience, and a resident of (Insert Town) Connecticut resident. I appreciate the opportunity to testify before you today in support H.B. No. 6659: An Act Concerning the State Budget for The Biennium Ending June 30, 2025 and Making Appropriations Therefor. 

1. A third of your time (i.e., one minute) should be relaying personal stories/real life examples and the importance of Rescuing the Homeless Response System.  It is important to share your story and/or the story of people experiencing homelessness in your local community, the impact of chronic underfunding and low wages on your organization and staff, and the importance of funding for CAN infrastructure, the Cold Weather Emergency Response System and the Flexible Funding Subsidy Pool, and then connect them to how investments for Rescuing the Homeless Response System can/will impact things for the better. 

1. End with a “thank you again for giving me the opportunity to testify in support of the funding needed to Rescue the Homeless Response System and offer to answer any questions they may have.

1. Don’t forget, your oral testimony should be no more than 3 minutes. It is a good idea to practice out loud beforehand using a timer, and make sure your testimony takes less than 3 minutes to deliver. The Committee Chairs will interrupt to ask you to wrap up your testimony at 3 minutes.

Click here for a link to the CT CAN End Homelessness Legislative Agenda, Fact Sheets.
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