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Department of Housing Conservation and Development Sub-Committee
Monday, February 27th

General Comment on H.B. No. 6659: An Act Concerning the State Budget for The Biennium Ending June 30, 2025, and Making Appropriations Therefor

[bookmark: _Hlk128040290]Good evening, Senator Osten, Representative Walker, Vice Chairs Hartley, Exum, and Paris, and Ranking Members Berthel and Nuccio, and distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee. My name is (NAME), and I am (POSITION/ORGANIZATION/ EXPERIENCE), and a resident of (INSERT TOWN). I appreciate the opportunity to testify before you today and provide general comment on H.B. No. 6659: An Act Concerning the State Budget for The Biennium Ending June 30, 2025, and Making Appropriations Therefor. 
[bookmark: _Hlk128040338]TALKING POINTS
OUTLINE EXAMPLES OF THE IMPACT OF UNDERFUNDING ON THE PEOPLE/COMMUNITIES YOU SERVE, YOUR FRONT-LINE STAFF, AND YOUR ORGANIZATION, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF RESCUING THE HOMELESS RESPONSE SYSTEM. FEEL FREE TO USE ANY OF THE BELOW TALKING POINTS.
· [bookmark: _Hlk128040409]Connecticut’s homeless response system is overburdened, historically underfunded, and confronting a workforce shortage that threatens the statewide safety net we provide.

· [bookmark: _Hlk128040613]The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic remain acute for the homeless response system. Our data shows that homelessness has grown significantly since the beginning of the pandemic, with a 39% increase in homelessness since 2020, and a 56% increase in calls to 2-1-1 in 2022 alone. Since 2019, our system has witnessed a 30% increase in unsheltered households and 82% increase in CAN appointments for those at imminent risk of homelessness. 

· As inflation has risen rapidly, so have the operations costs for our system. Like any public service, homeless services providers must pay the costs of health insurance, rent, utilities, and other goods and services, often at the expense of adequate wages. Unlike most public services, homeless service providers are barely funded by the state. 

· Connecticut’s homeless response system is confronting a workforce shortage that threatens the statewide safety net we provide. Staff who have dedicated their careers to helping people experiencing homelessness are finding themselves in need of the same services they provide and being pushed into homelessness themselves. We need the legislature to help our providers ensure adequate wages, with a focus on transforming jobs in the sector into careers of choice. 
We need this Committee’s help to Rescue the Homeless Response System. Of the $50,000,000 request to address chronic underfunding, we are asking our legislators to commit to a one-time $37,046,452 funding increase in the following amounts: 
· $28,155,326 increase in the DOH Housing/Homeless Services line
· $967,373 increase in DOH Homeless Youth line
· $209,954 increase in Municipal Housing/Homeless Services line 
[bookmark: _Hlk128040708]There remains no dedicated annual funding for the parts of our system that our communities rely on year after year.  [INSERT EXAMPLES OF THE NEED FOR ONGOING FUNDING FOR THE PEOPLE/COMMUNITIES YOU SERVE, YOUR FRONT-LINE STAFF, AND YOUR ORGANIZATION]. Therefore, we also request your support for the following annual amounts:
· $5.95 million annually in the DOH Housing/Homeless Services line for Coordinated Access Network infrastructure, to ensure that the indispensable emergency services we provide are available to all.
· $5 million annually in the DOH Housing/Homeless Services line for the annual Cold Weather Emergency Response Program.
· $2 million annually in the DOH Housing/Homeless Services line for a Flexible Funding Subsidy Pool to subsidize housing and provide flexible assistance, which have been shown to lower costs to the health care system and lead to improved individual health outcomes.
Thank you to the committee for this opportunity to testify. It is with your support that we can rescue the homeless response system and help make sure Connecticut’s residents are healthy and stably housed. 
Sincerely,
NAME
TITLE
ORGANIZATION
