CCEH Weekly Digest
A Letter from CCEH
be homeful Ambassador Grace Furia
Dear Friends,
My name is Grace Furia. I am a student
at Hall High School, and I live in West
Hartford, Connecticut. I am writing to
you today representing the be homeful
ambassadors. We are a statewide youth
advocacy group committed to destigmatizing and ending homelessness in
our state.
We want to build a future where
homelessness is rare, brief and nonrecurring for every family, youth, and
individual across the state. We are
always looking for amazing kids (as
young as 5 and as old as 18!) to join
our fight to end homelessness so please
share this link with any kids who would
like to join us.
I firstly want to point out what an honor it is to be writing this letter to all of
you. For the last 5 years I have been involved with CCEH and its be homeful
project. I have had the opportunity to foster youth outreach from all over the
state as we fight to make homelessness rare, brief, and non-recurring.
This month, the ambassadors are all rallying to support CCEH’s campaign to
make Connecticut the first state in the country to establish housing as a
right. On March 4th starting at 11am. the House Committee of the CT General
Assembly will be holding a public hearing and S.B. No.194 An Act
Establishing A Right to Housing is on the agenda. When it is passed in the
House and signed by the Governor, Connecticut will be the first state to
establish a right to housing.
I am planning to submit testimony for the first time and am very excited about
it. Here is a snapshot of what I am planning to share:
A week or two ago my mom and I were driving to school when we saw a man
with a sign on the side of the road. While many assume that our affluent
neighborhood doesn’t experience housing instability, this is a common
occurrence in West Hartford.
We stopped at the light and my mom rolls her window down to hand the man
some money and a few masks. The man was incredibly appreciative. While we

waited at the light we made small talk, we talked about how he’s doing, how
cold it had been, and we told him to call 2-1-1. He responded by saying that he
already knows about 2-1-1, like many people we encounter who are
experiencing homelessness.
He said that he knows all about re-housing as he used to run a veteran’s
shelter. My mom and I were both pretty confused how someone who
understands the system could get lost in it. He explained to us that he put all
of his resources into the shelter and an unexpected visit to the hospital had
caused him to lose his home.
This story proves that nobody is immune from experiencing housing instability:
an unexpected hospital bill, a death in the family, a loss of transportation, or
losing a job can be the singular thing that forces someone into homelessness.
At the most recent count, 2,904 individuals were homeless in Connecticut, and
124,000 renters contributed more than half of their income to rent. I want to
help you picture what 2,904 people looks like, because we are all desensitized
to big numbers. 2,904 feet is about half a mile, 2,904 seats is about half of the
seats in Dunkin Donuts Park in Hartford, and 2,904 people is the entire
population of Sprague, Connecticut. So when I say that about 2,904
individuals are currently homeless right now, when an average February night
is about 17.2°F, we need to picture all 2,904 people trying to find a warm
place to sleep, a place where they won’t contract COVID-19, and a place they
won’t endanger their lives. The only place I can think of is a home, that is what
we are trying to accomplish by passing this bill.
You have the opportunity to join this fight and I hope that you will join me in
submitting testimony. If it is your first time, great. It’s mine too! Here is a
template you can use to write your testimony. We need as many people as
possible to share with our legislature why establishing housing as a right
matters. You have an incredible opportunity to make a difference in our
Connecticut community by either registering to testify or submitting written
testimony to hsgtestimony@cga.ct.gov in Word or PDF format before the
end of the hearing. Make your voice heard, we want to hear your passion for
ending homelessness!
And here’s another way you can make a difference! The ambassadors created
our first-ever petition so please sign and share here so we can show our
representatives the huge amount of support that we have from across the
state. Having the right to a home shouldn’t be a privilege, it should be a right.
If you are on social media or use email, please consider sharing with your
networks and encouraging them to sign our petition. Numbers matter.
Thank you for sharing the passion that we young people have for ending
homelessness in Connecticut. Making sure that everybody has their basic
needs met is within reach. Let’s make it happen!
Yours truly,

Grace Furia
be homeful Lead Ambassador

CCEH Celebrates Black History Month
This month, CCEH announced that in honor of Black History Month, we will be

featuring the contributions that Black leaders make to our field every day in
our weekly newsletters during the month of February.

Black History Month Spotlight of the Week:
Nichelle Hilton from New Opportunities
A special thanks to William Rybczyk for nominating Nichelle Hilton in
recognition for her leadership and service.
Ms. Hilton currently serves as the Program
Manager for the New Beginnings Emergency
Shelter and Hospitality Center in Meriden. Ms.
Hilton has been working in this capacity for the
past 8 months and previously served as the
Program Development Support Specialist for the
same program. Ms. Hilton is committed to
providing care and compassion for the homeless
population in the Meriden region.
Ms. Hilton has provided leadership and vision while
operating the Emergency Shelter throughout the
current pandemic. Ms. Hilton oversaw the
decompression of the emergency shelter program
during the onset of the pandemic which led to
operations being run in multiple locations. Ms. Hilton took on her current role
under the most tragic of circumstances as the previous manager of the
emergency Shelter David Dudley passed away unexpectedly. Ms. Hilton has
stepped in to provide leadership which has continued on the legacy of David
Dudley and has impacted hundreds of homeless individuals and families in the
Meriden region. Ms. Hilton is unquestionably an unsung hero during these
most unprecedented times.

Black History Month Spotlight of the Week:
Deborah DeJarnette from the Connection
A special thanks to Lee Anne Borkowski for nominating Deborah in recognition
for her leadership and service.
Deborah DeJarnette joined The Connection
in 2006. She started out as a Case Manager
and then swiftly moved into the role of
Program Director. Since then, her role has
expanded to include supervision of three
permanent supportive housing programs in
New Haven: The West Village, Ondusky,
and Ross Centers for Supportive Housing.
Deborah is a valued member of The
Connection’s Employee Appreciation
Committee and is a strong participant of
our Race, Equity, Inclusion and Social
Justice Committee.
Throughout COVID-19, Deborah has
remained steadfast in her commitment to
serving the homeless population. She is
leading her staff team through the
pandemic to ensure that clients have
access to supportive services. She is well respected by both colleagues and
clients of The Connection as well as the New Haven community. Her constant

optimism, positive outlook and approachable personality shines through in
everything she does. For these reasons, it is my honor nominate her for this
recognition and highlight the outstanding work she does to help improve the
lives of the people we serve.

Your Testimony Wanted

Submit Testimony for the Housing Committee Public
Hearing about Housing as a Right
The Housing Committee will hold a public hearing on:
Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 11:00 A.M. via Zoom.
Here's what you need to know:
The public hearing can be viewed via YouTube Live. In addition, the
public hearing may be recorded and broadcast live on CT-N.com.
If you would like to submit written testimony please email it in WORD or
PDF to hsgtestimony@cga.ct.gov by 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March
3rd.
Individuals who wish to testify via Zoom must register using the On-line
Testimony Registration Form. Registration will close at 3:00 P.M. the
day before the hearing. Speaker order of approved registrants will be
listed in a randomized order and posted on the Housing Committee
website on Wednesday, March 3, 2021 after 3:00 P.M. under Public
Hearing Testimony.
If you do not have internet access, you may provide testimony via
telephone. To register to testify by phone, call the Phone Registrant Line
at (860) 240-0340 to leave your contact information.
All public hearing testimony, written and spoken, is public information. As
such, it will be made available on the CGA website and indexed by internet
search engines.
If you are interested in joining this movement, and fighting for a right to
housing in Connecticut, please email Carl Asikainen at casikainen@cceh.org.
Click here for the Right to Housing bill summary and fact sheet.

Make Your Voice Heard at the Appropriations
Committee Public Hearings on the DHMAS Budget
The Appropriations Committee will hold a public hearing on the Governor's FY
2022-2023 proposed budget for Health agencies including the Department of
Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) on:
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 10:00 AM via Zoom
The DMHAS budget includes several line items that impact our shared goal and

may impact your work and organization directly. Due to the session being
virtual, it is vital to have as many people as possible submit written
testimony in support of our shared legislative priorities. Please use
the Reaching Home sample testimony and talking points as a guide.
Email your written in Word or PDF testimony to APPTestimony@cga.ct.gov.
To provide verbal testimony during the hearing:
You must register using the On-line Testimony Registration Form .
Registration closes on March 1 at 3:00 P.M.
To register to testify by phone, call the Phone Registrant Line at (860)
240-0033
Speaker order will be posted on the Appropriations Committee
Testimony Page for 03/03/2021 on March 1 at 8:00 P.M.
Testimony is limited to three (3) minutes
The public hearing can be viewed via YouTube Live or on CT-N.com.
If you are planning to testify, this will allow you to see where in the
speaker order the hearing is at any point.

Become a CCEH Member
CCEH is a coalition organization, and we could not do the work we do without a
strong and varied group of members.
Last year we were honored to provide our members with support in the face of
an unprecedented pandemic, including supplies and financial reimbursement.
We also established a Members Advocacy Roundtable, to ensure that our
members are actively involved as we craft our legislative agenda. Finally, we
continue to offer significant discounts to our members on trainings throughout
the year.
We aim to keep member dues affordable, and the 2021 price will remain
$225. We also kindly ask our members to Sponsor the Annual Training
Institute for an additional $100 if possible.
To renew your membership, or become a member for the first time, please
click here.

We ask that you confirm your membership by March
15 to be considered a Member for 2021.
If you have any questions, please contact Ryan Beach at rbeach@cceh.org.

Welcome Lindsey Boudreau!
Please join us in welcoming Lindsey to our team
as the Data Project Manager/Business Analyst.
Lindsey will manage internal and external
projects related to CT HMIS, the annual Housing
Inventory, Point-in-Time Counts, and data
requests. She has worked in local nonprofit
organizations since 2012 in the areas of refugee
resettlement, immigration, and most recently,
homeless services. Prior to joining CCEH Lindsey

held Quality Assurance positions which is where
she found her love of data and she is excited to
join the work of CCEH in using data to aid in the
efforts of ending homelessness in Connecticut.

Your Voice Matters to Us! Join the CT Race
Equity Network (REN) Today
CT-REN is looking for new members!
The purpose of the CT REN is to
advance the work of centering race
equity in efforts to address housing
and homelessness disparities in
Connecticut. It provides a platform for
stakeholders to share, collaboratively
develop, and coordinate anti-racist
projects and initiatives that advance
racially- equitable housing outcomes.
Our intent is to create a safe space for
Black, Indigenous, and other People of
Color. Allies are welcomed.
Applications are due by Monday,
March 22nd, 2021. Please feel free to
share the flyer broadly within your
network. Click here to apply.
We look forward to being in community
with you all!

COVID-19 Vaccine Resources for
Homeless Shelter Providers
CCEH and our members has helped ensure that the
current phase of Connecticut’s COVID-19 vaccine
distribution include residents and staff of homeless
shelters.
Connecticut shelters began receiving the COVID-19
vaccine as part of the Governor's plan to serve
congregate settings through Phase 1b. Several
shelters have been served with many more
scheduled in the coming weeks. CCEH continues to

coordinate with DOH to monitor progress in
reaching this key population. Please click here if
you want more information on vaccine access for
congregate settings.
CCEH encourages you to monitor communications
on the State's website. Please also feel free to
contact us at info@cceh.org (Subject: COVID-19
vaccines) if you need more information or need any
assistance.
Please utilize the following resources from HUD for
your organization:
How to Build Staff Confidence in COVID19 Vaccine
Preparing Staff for the COVID-19 Vaccine: Communication and
Confidence Checklist
Preparing Staff for the COVID-19 Vaccine: Meeting Template
COVID-19 Vaccination Conversation Tips for Homeless Service
Providers
We also encourage shelter providers to check the CDC's toolkit for additional
valuable resources.

Feedback Requested on CCEH Dashboards
CCEH is currently reviewing and updating the data dashboards on our page.
Check out the updated CT CAN Data Dashboard. We are looking to streamline
the visualizations and ensure that the dashboards display the most impactful
data. Feedback is welcome at data@cceh.org.

CT CAN Data Dashboard

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Would you like to volunteer and help an elderly or disabled neighbor? The
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), managed by Thames Valley
Council for Community Action offers the support someone needs to remain

living at home either with grocery shopping needs or phone reassurance. This
is a wonderful opportunity to help the most vulnerable in your community.
Please click here to learn how you can sign-up.

Help Advocate for National COVID-19 Relief
The next few weeks will mean the difference between housing and
homelessness for thousands of Americans, and advocates can make that
difference.
We need your help to convince the full House of Representatives and US
Senate to include this funding in the final COVID-19 bill. Please click here to
contact your representative.
Millions of tenants are on the brink of homelessness because they can no
longer pay their rent. Hundreds of thousands of Americans are already living
on the streets and in shelters, highly susceptible to catching this virus.
Thousands more have been placed in hotels as a temporary place to stay, but
will soon face the streets again without long term housing.
While the House committee has taken the right steps, there’s no guarantee
this funding will stay in the bill.

My Town Cares Updates
We were thrilled to have so many
municipal employees interested in getting
involved in My Town Cares, CCEH's
partnership with the Connecticut
Conference of Municipalities and
Sustainable CT to engage towns in ending
homelessness locally and around the state.
Please note that CCEH will be holding
technical assistance office hours for
municipalities during the month of February from 1-2 P.M. on Tuesdays for
municipal employees and from 2:30-3:30 P.M. on Tuesdays for providers
seeking assistance in connecting with municipalities in their regions. We will
also be offering trainings leading up to the April 6th Sustainable CT
submissions deadline.
For background information on this campaign please click here.

We Are Hiring!
CCEH is hiring! Please spread the word about our search for this available
positions:
Director of Technical Assistance and Capacity Building
This position leads and manages CCEH’s team of professionals that provide
technical assistance, training, and program performance improvement to
providers within Connecticut’s statewide homeless response system. The

Director will lead CCEH’s effort to improve and ensure the performance,
responsiveness, and equitable impact of homeless services; supervise technical
assistance and training team members; align efforts with state government,
regional entities, homeless services providers, and Connecticut’s two
Continuums of Care; track and report on the team’s deliverables and budget;
and serve as part of CCEH’s leadership and management team.
For full descriptions and links to the job postings, click here.

Resources for Providers
Remote Supervision Tips for Homeless System Providers (HUD)
Rapid Rehousing Ramp up (HUD)
Guide to Using the IRS Non-Filers Tool to Get an Economic Impact
Payment (IRS)

How You Can Help
Our providers need your help! This site includes ways you can join
Connecticut's homeless response.

Webinars & Additional Guidance
With information about COVID rapidly evolving, keeping up-to-date is more
important than ever. Stay up-to-date by visiting CCEH’s COVID Guidance
Page, located at cceh.org/covid19.

Upcoming Trainings:
Addressing Vaccine Hesitancy and COVID-19
Monday, March 01
3 P.M. - 4 P.M.

This webinar will provide updated information on the COVID-19 vaccine and
addresses the vaccine hesitancy that many may experience. During this
webinar we will focus on the facts and debunk some of the myths associated
with the COVID-19 vaccine. Vaccine hesitancy will thoroughly be discussed
including; healthcare related vaccine impact, understanding vaccine hesitancy
in communities of color and vulnerable populations, best practices in vaccine
confidence, etc. Register Now.

Advanced Motivational Interviewing and Case Planning
Workshop
Tuesday, March 16 & Friday, March 19
9 A.M. - 12 P.M.

Join the Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness and international author,
Raymond Chip Tafrate, PhD, for fast-paced, virtual, interactive learning

sessions that will focus on cutting-edge applications of Motivational
Interviewing. Participants will increase their overall MI proficiency by
participating in advanced exercises targeting the core skills of reflecting and
summarizing. Participants will fine-tune their ability to recognize, reinforce,
and respond to key client verbalizations to set the stage for developing an
effective case plan. Register now.

This Week's Featured Webinar:

Addressing Racialized Trauma and Actively Engaging in Anti-Racism

Previously Recorded Webinars:
My Town Cares
PIT 'People Count' Training in the PIT Database
Reporting the Unsheltered Homeless Population
PIT 2021: Using the new PIT Outreach Program
Shelter Diversion 101 Training
Cleaning Up Your System Performance Measures
Rights of and Resources for the Most Vulnerable Populations
2021 Housing Inventory Count (HIC) Training
Please click here to access our entire webinar catalog.

CCEH in the News
Connecticut state senate to deliberate on bill which would establish
right to housing
Yale Daily News | February 2021
Connecticut Campaign to Establish ‘Housing as a Right’ Would be First
in Nation
WPKN Radio | February 2021
Supportive housing units for homeless youth complete in Meriden
myrecordjournal.com | February 2021
Criminal justice advocates push for more policy change after Gov.
Lamont announces closure of CT prison

WTHN News 8 | February 2021







