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Connecting the 

topic of 

homelessness 

with the student 

population 



Goals 
1) Bring awareness around issue of CT homelessness to 

student and staff population (decrease stigma) 

2) Inform staff and student body about student 

educational rights when experiencing homelessness 

3)Break down current and future barriers to accessing 

education if homeless 

4) Prepare for greater participation in the Youth Count 

  

  



Youth Rights in 

School 

Exploring the rights and resources for Connecticut youth in 

unstable housing situations. 



Does homelessness exist in CT? 

The 2016: 

 -3,911 (288) people 

identified as 

experiencing 

homelessness 

 -831 (84) of those 

were children 

 

*New London County  

 

The 2017:  

 -3,387 (227) people 

identified as 

experiencing 

homelessness 

 -736 (60) of those 

were children 

 

*New London County 



Youth are often missing from  state 

counts so a separate YOUTH count 

was held in  

Connecticut on Jan 24, 2017: 

 

4, 396 CT youth under the age of 25 

reported being homeless or unstably 

housed at that time… 

376 of them were from Southeastern 

CT. 



All young adults deserve: 

*stable housing 

*supportive connections with caring adults 

*Ability to maintain their education  



The 

McKinney-

Vento Act 

Eligibility for 

McKinney-Vento 

School Benefits 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2jUCXwRNFc


Discussion 

Question 1 

When Jasmine is thinking about 

where she can sleep that night, she 

tells the viewer that she has stayed 

several nights at a friend’s house.  

a. How common do you think it is 

for students to stay at friend's 

house temporarily because 

something is going on at home 

and they can’t stay at home? 

b. Who else might you turn to for 

help or a place to stay? Would 

you turn to an adult at school 

or in the community? Why/why 

not? 



Discussion 

Question 2 

Jasmine is afraid to tell her teacher 

about her housing situation. In the 

film, she says “But if I’m living in 

another town, then they might make 

me change schools and I don’t want 

that. I want to stay here.”  

a. Is Jasmine right about that? 

b. Do you feel that this is one of the 

fears that students might have 

that could prevent them from 

telling others and getting help? 

c. What other fears do you think 

students might have that could 

prevent them from telling others 

and getting help? 



McKinney-Vento Youth Rights in School 

       If you are a student who is unstably housed and eligible under the McKinney-Vento Act: 

 

● You have the right to choose between the school you went to before you lost your housing, the 

school where you are staying now, or the school where you were last registered. 

● You have a right to get transportation back to your old school-if that is what you or your 

parent/guardian believes is best for you.  

● You have the right to meet with your school district’s  “McKinney-Vento Liaison”. The district 

school social worker, Mrs. Anderson, is Ledyard’s liaison and her job is to help support you and 

provide resources. 

● You have the right to be registered at school  immediately-even if you don’t have proof of 

residency, immunizations, school records, or other documents.  

● You have the right to be involved in all school activities 

● You have the right to register by yourself, if the liaison determines that you are an 

unaccompanied  youth. 

● You have the right to stay in your school for the rest of the school year, if that is the best for you, 

even if you find a permanent place to live during the school year.   

You can choose 

which school, with 

limits 

You can still participate 

in extracurriculars 

You can be bussed 

to that school 

If living without 

parent/guardian that’s 

OK. 

You can finish the whole 

school year in that school 

You will receive 

support/resources 

from Ms. Anderson 

Immediate 

enrollment in chosen 

school 



Discussion 

Question 3 

What rights and resources 

does Jasmine have 

access to under the 

Mckinney-Vento Act?  

 **Hint refer to last slide 



Discussion 

Question 4 

Do you think if more 

students knew about these 

rights and resources that 

they would be more likely 

to ask for help? Why/why 

not? 



Discussion 

Question 5 

What kinds of things do 

you think students and 

schools can do to promote 

awareness of youth rights 

under this law? 



Do you know someone who: 

● Was kicked out of their 

house? 

● Ran away from home? 

● Is staying with friends or 

another family because they 

couldn't go home or they lost 

their housing? 

● Is staying in a shelter? 

● Is living in a motel, hotel or  

trailer park because they lost 

their housing? 

● Has no place to stay? 
They may be eligible for protections 

of McKinney-Vento 



If so, reach out to your 

friend, a trusting adult or 

the McKinney-Vento 

liaison. There are laws and 

resources to help them. 

Even if they have a 

temporary place to stay, 

they may still be able to 

get help and support.  

 



 

Thank you for your 

compassion during this 

lesson. 

 

Please complete the Exit 

ticket located in your 

grade level classroom. 



Exit Ticket 1: 

Was today’s lesson 

helpful? If so, in 

what way? If not, 

why not? 





Exit Ticket 2 

What could you do 

to support a peer 

who may need 

help/support with 

this topic? 





Additional feedback from teachers and students 

I have to tell you that 

student response to this 

activity was tremendous! 

Several students led the 

class and were 

outstanding. Couple of 

points kids made: Add 

the contact information to 

the school yearbook and 

post the contact 

information in the halls 

where all students have 

a place to see it. 

 I have to say this is a 

perfect subject for AIM. I 

am the most excited about 

this AIM as the topic is 

relevant and meaningful. 

Thank you for setting this 

up! 

It exposed me 

to the reality of 

some people’s 

everyday 

struggles 

This improves 

everyone’s 

empathetic 

emotions 

This lesson was helpful 

because it can allow me to 

tell some friends who may be 

in need of this program 

This gave me 

insight into 

something I didn’t 

know was going 

on 

Today’s lesson was very helpful. It raised awareness about something that I wasn’t sure existed. I think 

it will help people feel much more comfortable talking about their problems to get help.  

Now I know how I 

can help my friend 

who is living outside 

on the streets 

This lesson was helpful to students who 

need to hear it and students who have 

friends in these difficult situations 

This Act has 

helped me in 

the past 

I know 

someone who 

has a very bad 

living situation 



Outcome 
1) Increased discussion and planning of student body around 

homelessness and how to support  

a)  Month of Nov-Dec staff “dress down” funds went exclusively to 

purchase clothing/gifts to McKinney-Vento identified students 

b) Specific student-led fundraiser (dog grooming) to benefit students at risk 

and identified. Planning in works for next year supplies drive 

c) Increase in number of civics-in-action projects focused on homelessness 

2) Increase number of students and staff connecting with liaison about possible 

homeless students and fostering early identification 

3) 90% participation of 18+students at LHS in the Youth Count 

  

 



Moving Forward 
1) Bi-Annual Advisory Lesson   

   ---Add option to put name on 

exit ticket  

2) Better preparation of student activism and 

coordination of future fundraising campaigns: local 

agencies 

3) Continued discussion with school administrators 

regarding youth count to students under 18 years 
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Family Related Effective 

Solutions for Humanity 



What has FRESH done? 

• $30,000 raised for donations to local summer 
camps. 

 

• Mentoring program at local middle schools 

 

• Community Cares feeds over 75 local families 

 

• Only student run non-profit in the area 

 

• Anti-Bullying work in area 



Homelessness in Northeast 

Different Kind of Homelessness 

• Instead of 
• People living on the streets 

• Overfilled shelters (Few in area) 

 

• Northeast Connecticut has homelessness in the forms 

of 

• Couchsurfing 

• Living with dozens of different friends 

• Occasional sleeping in cars, hotels, and campsites 



The path to effective action 

In the beginning, FRESH; 

• Ran poster awareness campaigns 

• Homelessness sleep out 

• Sleeping-bag donations 

 

Ineffective? 
• Lower attendance 
• Broad focus on all poverty 
• Not Enough 
• Little education 



FRESH’s NEW Strategy 
• Customized 30 minute              

advisory awareness sessions 

 

• Homelessness awareness                    
month (March) with student          
presenters at area middle                
schools 

 

• Inviting speakers from Connecticut Coalition/TEEG and 
other local organizations to speak to entire student body 

 



What is next? 
For FRESH? 

• More informative and engaging advisory 

lessons  

• Professional development for area teachers 

• Speakers more regularly 

 

 
For other CT schools? 

• Start similar student based non-profits 

• Work with administration to train teachers 

• Keep awareness and aid high 

 
But most importantly, 

Keep the momentum!  
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    Partners  
  
 ABCD Early Learning in Bridgeport, Connecticut 
 Agency Needs Assessment identified Housing 
 for Head Start Families as an agency priority.  
  
 The Connection 
 Statewide Supportive Housing Service Provider 
 with office located in the ABCD Early Learning 
 building in Bridgeport. 
  
 Opening Doors Fairfield County CAN 
 Providing access to housing and housing options. 
l  
  
 
 
 



Progress to date 

2017 April/May  
DATA Collection: Bridgeport ABCD Head Start staff screening 1100 enrolled families to 
evaluate housing risk using the QRAFT screening tool.   
   
2017 June /July  
RESEARCH FINDINGS Report/Brief: University of Chicago -Chapin Hall evaluation of 
data from QRAFT screening.  
       
 
2017 August/December 
The Connection/ABCD Head Start Video produced to demonstrate need; Conference 
Workshop Presentations; Meetings with community, potential funders and housing 
providers; Grant applications.  
 
2018 January to Present 
Home Works: Family Navigator: Program Development, Cross Staff Training, 
Implementation. 

 

 
 



QRAFT-EC  
Screening Results  

• 922 Forms Submitted 
 

• 89% of the 1031 
children enrolled at the 
14 participating sites 
 

• Average household 
income ~ $17,000 per 
year; 19% of families 
had no income 

84% 

100% 
92% 

99% 97% 

80% 

92% 91% 
99% 100% 100% 

33% 

98% 94% 

Completed Forms by Site (%) 

• 57% of families met the preferred income eligibility level (30% of area 
median income) for a housing voucher, and an additional 30% of 
families were eligible at the 50% median income level 
 

• Only 8% of primary caregivers held a bachelor’s degree or higher 
college degree 



Screening Results Continued 

• 3.5% of families had a significant or severe barrier on any of the three 
housing factors. (versus 9.1% of clients in the SHF pilot’s child welfare 
population) 

• Families who met the significant to severe threshold for housing risk 
reported substantially lower income on average ($4,445.54) in 
comparison to families not facing housing risk ($17,644.10).  

 

4 3 2 1 0

Current Housing 0.4% 2.3% 9.5% 26.3% 61.6%

Housing Condition 0.3% 1.5% 11.7% 23.8% 62.7%

Housing History 0.2% 1.4% 2.9% 26.0% 69.5%
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Home Works 
Family Navigator 

 
• Cross referencing the CAN bi-name list with the ABCD enrollment list 

to see what age eligible children are not enrolled 
 

• Working with ABCD family workers to help identify children with 
families that are homeless or at risk of homelessness and connect 
them to appropriate services 
 

• Attending CAN Family Matching meetings 
 

• Working closely with the CAN workers to ensure that when a family 
comes in with kids ages 0-5 they will automatically fill out the referral 
to Home Works to get the children enrolled in ABCD early learning 
programs 

 



 
Next Steps 

Home Works 
  

 

• Continued Family Navigator work to become full time. 

 

• Secure funding for Home Works Supportive Housing for enrolled Early 
Learning homeless families to provide housing subsidies/supports and 
intensive home based case management.  

 



Questions? 

Uniting Communities To End Homelessness 

Visit: www.cceh.org or contact 

training@cceh.org  
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