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Voices of Youth 
Count 



Adolescence and young adulthood 
represent a key developmental window. 

Every day of housing instability 
represents missed opportunities to 
support healthy development and 

transitions to productive adulthood. 
 

We all lose out in these missed 
opportunities. 



A public-private partnership 
Voices of Youth Count is an 
innovative, national policy research 
initiative designed to link evidence 
to action to end youth 
homelessness.  



 

22 partner communities 



 



Youth homelessness 
stage-setting 



A broad & hidden challenge 

(Source: VoYC National Survey) 



Subpopulations with higher 
risk for homelessness 

(Source: VoYC National Survey) 



Intersectionality 

(Source: VoYC National Survey) 



Among youth 

experiencing 

homelessness, 

LGBTQ 

had especially 

high exposure 

to many 

adversities 



Blurry lines: youth & family 
homelessness 



Prevention & early 
intervention 





1 in 4 youth 

interviewed in 5 
communities 

had prior 
experiences of 

family 
homelessness 

or housing 
instability 

(Source: VoYC In-depth 
Interviews) 



 

(Source: VoYC In-depth 
Interviews) 



 

Working across systems 

46% 
Ever in 

Detention or 
Incarceration 

vs. 15% of general 
(older) youth 
population 

29%  

Ever in Foster 
Care 

vs. 2% of general 
youth population 

34%  

Had < high school 
diploma/GED (ages 

18-25) 
vs. 11% of general 
youth population 

(Source: VoYC Youth Count 
Surveys) 



Youth Outcomes 
Project 





 



Youth 
Outcomes 
Project 



Thank you! 
www.voicesofyouthcount.org 

e: mmorton@chapinhall.org 

 @mhmorton 



CT Youth Count 2018 
May 17, 2018 

 
  



Youth Count Context 2018 

• Statewide, regionally organized through YETI 
• One week following PIT (HUD mandated)  
 
• 2018 :  4300 surveys, 300 volunteers,  in large 

geography.   
• Surveying in and through:  Community Health Centers, 

Youth Service Bureaus, Schools, libraries,  with help of 
volunteers  

• All data is based on those youth responding that they 
were homeless or unstably housed on night of 
January 23rd.  Further extrapolated as a percentage 
estimate statewide.   



Gender & Sexual Orientation 

 

 



Shelter (accessing shelter, left) and 
Reasons Not to Seek Shelter (right) 



Frequency of movements (can stay as long as 
they want, left) 
Safety (staying in a safe place, right) 

 

 

 

 



Frequency of Movements 
Number of Moves in Last 60 Days 2018 vs 2017 

 

 

 

 



Special Populations  
Time in Juvenile Detention or Prison (top) and  Involvement 
with DCF (bottom) 

 

 

 

 



Special Populations 
Still in Foster Care (top) and  Sex Trafficking 
(bottom) 
Rates of youth who admitted to ever being in a situation where they were 
encouraged, pressured, or forced to exchange sexual acts for money, drugs, food, 
clothing or protection 

 

 

 

 



Special Populations 
Disability responses for chronic health condition, physical 
disability, severe mental illness, learning disability, or chronic 
substance abuse issue.  

 

 



CT Youth 
Homeless
ness Data 



The Data We Have 

3
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There is a strong data foundation for us to build upon with our 
work toward ending youth homelessness.  

Youth Count 
 

FYI BNL Report 
 

AWHA Community Dashboard 
 

YHDP Action Plan 

Conducted annually in conjunction with the PIT Count -- more 
info at www.cceh.org 

The Family, Youth, and Individuals BNL Report, published 
weekly by CAN 

A national data project CT 
participates in monthly 

A custom data pull that was used for the action plan 
and will help inform future youth data projects 



Youth Count 2017 
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Youth in the FYI BNL Report 
The FYI BNL Report includes information about all youth households, 
individual youth households, and family youth households on the BNL 
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Youth at Time of 
Assessment– 
Households 
headed by 
someone who 
was under the 
age of 25 when 
added to the BNL 

Aging Out 
Aging Out of Youth Next 6 Months – 
Households headed by someone 
who was under the age of 25 when 
added to the BNL, and whose 25th 
birthday is less than 6 months away 

Aging Out: 26 
(8%) 

Aged Out: 41 
(2%) 



Youth in the AWHA Community Dashboard 
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Tracks high-level data about youth on the BNL for CT and 
participating communities throughout the country. 

Active on BNL is tracked 
in the columns (returns + 
new + continuing), and 
the red line tracks youth 
who exited 
homelessness from the 
BNL 

Sleeping Location 
reported by youth 
in the VI-
SPDAT/Next Steps 
Tool is tracked for 
all active records 

Exit Destinations 
from the BNL are 
tracked for all 
youth exiting 
homelessness 
and/or marked as 
inactive 



6 
so far in 

FY18 

…and 5 are still 

active on the BNL 

…and they are all 

currently housed! 
10 
so far in 

FY18 

Data from YHDP Action Plan 
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8 94 37 
so far in FY18 

65 230 170 
so far in FY18 

Data from YHDP Action Plan 

4
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139 
so far in 

FY18 

465 
so far in 

FY18 



What’s next? 

4
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So much! There is a great deal of potential in how we use data to 
address youth homelessness, and we will soon begin creating 
system-level reports to track our progress toward ending it. 



Questions? 

Uniting Communities To End Homelessness 

Visit: www.cceh.org or contact 

training@cceh.org  
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