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Talking Points

· I/We urge the Housing Committee to allow Section 8-30g of the Connecticut General Statutes, the “Connecticut Affordable Housing Land Use Appeals Procedure,” to stand without revision.  This statute is an important tool in Connecticut to encourage development of the affordable housing that our communities desperately need.

· We are making great strides to end homelessness in Connecticut.   These efforts make an enormous and positive difference – for the people we are helping, as well as for our communities.

· Affordable housing is central to our efforts to prevent and end homelessness.  Affordable housing has been critical in our efforts to end the homelessness of veterans, and to house those longest homeless with the highest needs (the chronically homeless).  Affordable housing will be central to our work to end the homelessness of families with young children and vulnerable young people (under 25) facing homelessness right now in Connecticut.

· Connecticut has made tremendous headway in recent years to expand the stock of affordable housing – but more is needed.

· We know that nearly 50% of all Connecticut renters pay more than is affordable (30% of their income) on housing.  250,000 Connecticut renters pay more than 50% of their income on housing.

· The majority of people who experience homelessness cite inability to pay the rent as a key factor leading to their homelessness.  Having affordable permanent housing options available is critical in helping people to end their homelessness by securing new, permanent places to live.

· STORIES OF YOUR CLIENTS/YOUR COMMUNITY?

· Affordable housing is central to the health of our communities.  Not only for those exiting homelessness, but for all Connecticut residents who struggle with the high costs of housing in our state.  

· I/We respectfully ask that you leave 8-30g unchanged.  This is a statute that works, and a statute that is helping create a Connecticut where everyone can afford a home.
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