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Talking Points 
Please use these talking points as a basis for your testimony and tailor accordingly.

Senator Osten, Senator Formica, Representative Walker, Representative Ziobron, and Members of the Committee, thank you for hearing my testimony today in support of S.B. 6: An Act Implementing the Governor’s Budget Recommendations for General Government, which will allocate Community Investment Act (CIA) Funds for the Homelessness System Management.
Talking Points
· Connecticut is making progress to end homelessness – saving lives and saving public dollars. Preserving state investments will allow us to maintain progress.

· S.B. 6, in part, allows the portion of CIA funds dedicated to the Department of Housing to be allocated as follows:
· $700,000, annually, to 2-1-1 for purposes of making assessments and providing resources to homeless persons; 
· $850,000, annually, to fund operations of the state's Coordinated Access Network system; 
· $370,000, annually, to provide overflow shelter capacity when the Governor activates the state's cold weather protocol; and 
· The remainder to supplement new or existing affordable housing programs.

	· CIA has been the source of this funding over the last few years. Allocating a portion of these funds specifically to support frontline homelessness management system is a key step in ensuring ongoing funding for these critical systems. 

· Local agencies fund a substantial portion of the annual cost of operating the CAN system through leveraging their own resources, which includes local funding sources, such as the United Way, to support the functioning of these systems across the state. 

· This bill requires continued dedication of DOH's CIA funding to support the statewide Coordinated Access Networks (CANs). Teams of homelessness response providers in each community are organized into eight CANs across the state.  

· Since January 2017, CANs have conducted 15,746 intake appointments for shelter and housing services. The CAN infrastructure enables us to assist individuals in a coordinated and streamlined way that includes a single point of entry, a unified assessment tool, diversion, prioritization, and matching for appropriate housing resources. 

· This bill will require DOH to maintain the current allocation of CIA funds to 2-1-1 which serves as the front door of the CAN system. Since January 2017 2-1-1 has answered 81,994 calls seeking housing services.  The Community Investment Act resources at the DOH have been pivotal to the operation of the CAN system, which has housed more than 1,948 individuals experiencing chronic homelessness since January 2015.   

· Continue to support the CAN infrastructure, which is the linchpin to maintaining the gains we have made with the successful homelessness response system.  

· Without these resources, we will return to a fragmented system which did not have a consistent approach to allocating resources to those experiencing homelessness.   

· While Connecticut has transformed the service system and accelerated our pace toward ending homelessness, continued investment in the homeless system and services and affordable housing remain critical to maintaining these gains.   

· Reductions or eliminations in funding will result in people falling back into homelessness, increased new episodes of homelessness; increased burden on public funded emergency systems; increased use of hospital emergency departments; and, loss of the substantial gains that Connecticut has made in ensuring the homelessness is rare, brief and nonrecurring. 

· PLEASE ADD POINTS ABOUT THE IMPACT OF THE CIA FUNDING IN YOUR CAN REGION, AND PLEASE SHARE ANY STORIES THAT YOU CAN TO ILLUSTRATE THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS FUNDING.

· Thank you for hearing my testimony and thank you for your support to efforts to end homelessness in Connecticut.
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